STRATEGY 1: TELL THE STORY

A JUICY STORY

"When | had a glass of orange juice this morrtfidgnat was
Inga® response to the questiGiyhat was your most recent
spiritual experiencef

"That is one way to see Gédaid the facilitator.! | was
referring to ways you could actually feel Him in your lfe.

"1 have been out of work for three months rblmgo
continued:"When | look at hew the orange tree isthanging
full of fruit, and how | -can make fresh orange juice, SO swe
and good, | know that the God of abundance and grace w
get me through this time/in my life.

Life is full of wonderful, grace-filled stories about how God

is active in our lives. We only-need to look and see. Your churchis full of people with God
stories, with spiritual experiences that comprise the testament of faith and hope. Stories can be
untapped sources. of inspiration and vision: When$spdople meet together they tellstories.

STORYTELLING ISASTRATEGY FOR EFFECTIVE MEETINGS

Meetings enable G&l peaple to tell the story of Jesus and His Love. Too often, the way we
behave, it seems as though the name of the hymn is ré&#ylove to talk about telling the
story#We have good intentions-to tell others yet, weltiplan, rehearse‘and implement actual
story telling. Meetings ‘are oppartunities to train.and teach and do storytelling, in the name of
Christ. The author of the Hebrews has given some insight for how the church might conduct
meetings:

Let us hold fast torthe confession of our hope without wavering, for he who has
promised.is faithful. And let us consider how to provoke one another to love and
good deeds, not neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some, but
encouraging one another, and all the more as you see the Day approaching.
(Hebrews 10:23-25)

At every meeting members could tell a story of faith from yesterday, today, in their homes, at
work, in school, in church. We can retell how God is working through our lives today. What
story do you want to tell of G&lactivity in your life today? Stories are experiences of both our
Good Fridays and our Easters. Storytelling is not just sharing the good stuff or the punch lines.
Stories, for Gofs people, revolve around GBdactivities through us in His world.
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TiLL WE MEETAGAIN

As Godk people gather to meet, to plan, and to work together in mission, they are the story of
Christs church alive. They can use storieSéacourage one anothewWhat has God been doing

in your life this week? Meetings can help people rehearse and tell their story. When we tell our
stories there is a wonderful connection to His story. Our stories, after all, are/a living part of
God® unfolding history. We know that meetings are agendas, minutes, and reports, but church
meetings are also storfgories with courage, conviction and even-comedy. Like all good

stories, there could be drama, compassion, love, and forgiveness. A story can convey the vision
of the church better than a printed statement hung.above the doorway.

The story of the meeting could unfold in the following ways:

A story from Go& Word about people of faith

The faith stories of the participants

Faithrstories happening around the community

Faith stories of your church

The story of plans, strategies; and development of new.ministry and mission
Scenarios@nd visions of how God will bless the plans

Prayers for each other and the church

Stories from the Bible_that.remind you of the plansiyeumade

ONorWNE

People love totell and listen to stories./They are a necessary and legitimate
component. of the agenda for. any.-meeting:'When the stories are processed in
theological reflection, people are able to distill their core values, beliefs, and
meanings and to celebrate the common faith they hold.

Charles OlsonTransforming Church Boards.

WAYS TO ENCOURAGE-ONE ANOTHER WITH STORY
1. Help people tell their stories by telling your stories first.
2. Learnito'see God in the little things. Build upon those ideas and see the connection to
deeper and more wondrous things:
3. Start with groups of two.or-three. This gives more time to share and reduces the anxiety
of speaking to a large group.
4. Give people five minutes to write a story. For some people it is easier to read it than tell
it.
5. Utilize an interview format. This could be done in small groups with story reporting to
follow.
Invite people affected by your mission to come and share their story.

o

QUESTIONS TO ANSWER WITH A STORY

What one exciting thing happened to me todblg®v do | feel about it?
What sad thing happened today?

What did | learn today?

Who did | help today?

What Bible passages came to mind today in my activities?

Who was especially nice to me today?

What did | say that made someone feel good about themselves?

Nogo,rwhE

This is a sneak peak of “Till We Meet Again” by Rich Bimler and Kurt Bickel. Available
i) / with quantity discounts from Strobickan Publishing LLC. www_strobickan.com
10




TEN STRATEGIES FOREFFECTIVE CHURCH MEETINGS

8. What did | say that made someone feel bad about themselves?

9. Where was God hidden today?

10. Where was God visible today?

11. How did | share or feel forgiveness today?

12. What can | do tomorrow to make a difference in someons ¢fge@

13. Who will I include in my prayers tonight?

14. What do | want people to include in their prayers tonight?

15. What is the one thing needed in my life, my. ch@rtife, or my family life right now?

HIS STORY

Dong you just love the‘Christmas Story? We hearit over and over again.and ittouches us with
joy and wonder each time. Did you everwonder how often the Christmas shepherds told their
story? We can imagine them telling-it till they were old and gray: They would not hesitate to
respond if asked,Tell us again, Grandpa and Grandma, you know, the story about the angels
and the babyWe think that when Gddl people gather to meet, they could tell their spiritual
stories with the same excitement.

When they saw this, they made known what had/been told them about this child,;
and all who heard it were amazed at whatthe shepherds said to.them. But Mary
treasured all these words and pondered them in her heart. The shepherds returned,
glorifying and praising God. for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told
them. (Luke 2:17-20)

AWHALE OF ATAIL

Be careful how you tell your
stories. Little ones could be
listening. Upon hearing.the
story of Jonah and the
Whale, the kindergarten
Sunday School student
thought the message of the
story was'People make
whales throw upt
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TiLL WE MEETAGAIN

Think of three stories that you remember hearing from your family.
1.

Perhaps you could share one of these stories when'we meét again
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